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Sunday Worship Schedule
9:000 Christian Education
10:15 anfi Worship

Church Leadership:

Ministers : Every Member!

Current Session Members:
Earl Bauman, Donna Bushmaker, Scott
LaPlant, Dan McClintock, Dick Medd,
Chuck Nick, Audrey Rietz and Dennis
Stamsta. Clerk: Jenni Hanna

Current Deacons:
Sue Cross (Chair), Kris Alwin,
Sharon Bauman, Nikki Giese,
Burt Hollander, Lynn Hollander,
Tammie McCarthy, Michelle McDowell
and Barb Sikma

Support Staff (paid and volunteer):
Louise Ladwig fi Secretary
louise@fpcoconto.org
Dennis Ladwig i Custodian
Donna Boehmerfi Organist
Gary Virch i Adult Choir Director
Don Sikmafi Chi | dr end s
Polly Exferdi Music Coordinator
& Bell Choir Director
Liz Huempfner fi S.S. Superintendant
Stephanie Heyrman and Michelle
McDowell i Nursery Coordinators
Chuck Nick fi Treasurer
Rev. Craig R. Alwin i Pastor
craig@fpcoconto.org
920-604-3922(urgent contact via cell phone)

The Messenger

FIRST PRESBYTERIANHORCH
133 Jackson Street Oconto WI 54153
9268358922

www.fpcoconto.orqg
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PAPERLESS NEWSLETTER

At the recommendation of the Celebration Commission, the Session
has decided to only print copies of our monthly newsletter for those
who request a paper copy. A digital copy will be available on our
church website at the beginning of each month, and for those who re
guest to receive it by email, a digital copy will be emailed to them.

This change will take place beginning with the June 2010 issue.

We have decided to do this to save money (in paper, toner, staples,
stamps, etc.) Many newsletters have remained in the basket in the

Narthex for weeks, even though the members have been to church.
We are not being good stewards of our resources by allowing this to
continue. We do realize that some people need to have a printed co

* |If you want to continue to receive a printed paper copy of the news
letter, please ask Louise in the office to keep your name on the list.

* |f you want to receive an email attachment (in Adobe pdf format)

14
1

Highlights from the Session

8 FPCO received a certificate of appreciation from the Presbytery for increasing Unified Mis-
sion by 2%(This is posted in the Narthex on the Mission Board across from the) office
§ The following were named as Commission Chairs:

Mission/Stewardshi@ Dennis Stamsta
Property and GroundsDick Medd
Nutrition & Donna Bushmaker

Celebratio® Earl Bauman

§ It was agreed to set 6:15 PM on the first Monday of each month for all Commission
8 Approved Jennifer WickmanasTo eas ur er

8§Granted
8Approved

permi ssi on
FPCO havi
§ Chamber Expo is coming up on March 25 and volunteers are needed to stand at ou

please send Louisean-enai | wi th the words |0Ad
Email 6 in the subject |line. | ouis:
* |f we do not hear from you, a copy will be available on the main page
of the church website by the first of each month.
Inside this issue:
Important Dates & Calendar 2 &3
Bread by the Bay 4
and add her a Music Ministries Ci t
for o0The Cemetery pryerlList 5 hel
ng a OFacebookd pagMends and Wor s Gr
Pastords Ponc 6ngs

A full copy of the Session minutes /s posted on the bulletin board in the narthex.
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The Messenger Pages

FIRST PRESBYTERIANHQMRCH
133 Jackson Street Oconto WI 54153

92638922 www.fpcoconto.org
|
MARCH BIRTHDAYS
Mar 4 Jenny Wickman Mar 13 Ruth Belongia Mar 25 Alice McNeil
Mar 9 Betty Geiger Gary Virch Mar 28 Donna Bushmaker
Jacob Krueger Dennis Stamsta Trinity LaPlant
Mar 10 Polly Exferd Mar 14 Lukas Krueger Mar 30 Audrey Rietz
Mar 13 Charles Awen Mar 20 Dolores Saucier Mar 30 Julie Stamsta
Mar 31 Robert Campbell
IMPORTANT DATES FOR MARCH 2010
HOSTESS:Bobbie Minarik LITURGIST:
Mar 7 Tammie McCarthy
SNACK PROVIDERS: Mar 14 Blake Giese
Mar 7 Deacons Birthday Mar 21 Scott LaPlant
Mar 14 Donna Bushmaker Mar 28 Pug Saucier
Mar 21 Jennifer LaPlant NURSERY:
Mar 28 Lynn Hollander Mar 7 Jennifer Wickman
Mar 14 Jenni Hanna & Kris Alwin

USHERS: Mike WernerHead Ushers Mar 21 Tammie McCarthy & Marissa Diaz
Mar 7 Hal Woods & Roberta Couillard Dec 24 Stephanie Heyrman
Mar 14 Mike & Jenny Wickman
Mar 21 Branson & Megan Dakins BULLETINS: are in Loving Memory
Mar 28 Margret Dreary & Barb Fields Mar 7 Arthur & Olive Petersen by Pug Saucier

Mar 14 Betty Brockman, Roman & Dorothy Werner
by Mike & Betsy Werner

Mar 21 Vera Woods by Hal Woods

Mar 28 Richard J. Krueger
by Marilyn, Joan, Julie & Steve Krueger

THE BEST IN EACH OF US

An elderly peasant in China had two large pot, each hung at the opposite ends of a pole which he carried ¢
his neck. One of the pots had a crack in it while the other was perfect. At the end of the long walk from the

stream to the house, the cracked pot arrived half full, while the intact pot delivered its full volume of water. |
two years this went on daily; the bearer delivering only one and a half pots of water to his house. Of course
perfect pot was proud of achieving its full potential, but the poor cracked pot was ashamed of its imperfectic
and miserable that it was able to accomplish only half of what had been made to do. After two years of abje

failure, it spoke to the water bearer one day b
side causes me to | eak all the way back to your
fl owers on your side of the path, but not on t h

your flaw, so | Planted flower seeds beside your side of the path, and every day while we walk back, you w.
them. For two years | have been able to pick the beautiful flowers to decorate the table. Without you, just tr
way you are, there would not be this beauty to
cracks and fl aws that make our | ives together s
for what they are and look for the good in each of them.
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BREAD BY THE BAY

BREAD BY THE BAY IS ONE YEAR OLD
A need was recognized, acted upon and Bread by the Bay was born. It will celebrate its first birthday March 2, 2010.

Ocontods food pantryds first -theehousdholds weserserted comprisecho$51 Ma
adults and 15 children for a total persons ofsixtyenefiting from Bread by the Bay that day.

There have been 21 pantry dates. The first and third Tuesdays of each month. We also had one pafiaggdzbre pre
groceries were distributed.

Since that time, 247 different families have come to Bread by the Bay for food. 2798 persons have been served.

At this particular time, there are 65 to 70 volunteers scheduled who gladly do a variety of chores. Some of these are t
to Green Bay and Oconto Falls to pick up supplies; stock shelves, help participants register, shop, weigh, bag and ca
groceries. Kathy Schroeder is in charge of coordinating volunteers. If you would like to be part of this groupeKathy ce
reached through the Holy Trinity Parish Office at58840.

Bread by the Bay has a board of directors made up of two persons from each of the six participating churches, First A
can Lutheran Church, First Presbyterian Church, Oconto Gospel Chapel, Holy Trinity Catholic Church, New Life Chris
Fellowship, Oconto United Methodist Church. It is also supported by the Oconto Area Community. Gary Bancroft is
president. Kathy Bancroft is secretary. They can be reacheblB&783Bev Reince is Pantry Manager.

Bread by the Bay is in the process of obtaining 501.C.3 status. One of the criteria for this is that we had tesbe in busing
for one year. This has been accomplished. Bread by the Bay will benefit frofiothpsafibdetermination and other
opportunities will be available to us.

Thank you, Oconto, for your generosity in donating your time and talents to make Bread by the Bay Food Pantry avail;
fiscally sound and better able to serve the areads n.

MUSIC MINISTRIES

NEW MUSIC FOR REJOICING RINGERS
The ORejoicing Ringerso6é6 Have selected and pl

o00On Eaglesd Wingsdé and Via Dolorosad were aj
memorial to Glenn Blum.

The other two selections were purchased with honorariums received from ringing outside of the
church. These selections are oWith Great Jo)
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MENOS GROUP

A8y

PRESBYTERI

AN WOMANOS ASSOCI

From about 8.0 AM on the second Saturday of each month, we meet at the
church for breakfast (prepared by different men each month) and enjoy discus-
sion about a variety of topics and scripture passages.

ATI O

On behalf of the families of Jan Hay and Shirley Staidl a heartfelt thank you is extended to those w
worked preparing and serving the funeral luncheons following their memorial services.

They are: Barb Sikma, JoAnn LaCourt, Rosemary Rice, Marilyn Krueger, Mary Augustine,
Nancy Nick, Nikki Giese, Kris Alwin, Tammie McCarthy, Polly Exferd, Michelle McDowell,
Sue Cross & Pug Saucier. Some of you worked both days as well as donating egg salad, cake or |

Many hands make light work.

Anyone wishing to help in the future please contact Sue Cross or Pug Saucighairhthisampor-
tant, meaningful service to our church families.

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN PRAYER LIST

;! Let us therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so
1 f that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

|

\
/

All affected by the Economy Mark Beck

and Layoffs
All Military Personnel

Stan Blum
Jesse Brandt

\ All affected by the flu illiness prjene Bridger

Ruth Bikowski

Donna Bushmaker
~Pauline Collins
‘Carol Grose

Bennett Heyrman

June Janovsky

Jackie Kelly

Kathy Konop

Gloria & John B. LeMay

Marv Sikma

lllma Young

Pamela Mandel Eggers
Ken Foral

Bob Gifford

Dennis Hanneman

Dr John Hansen
Stanley Hyland

Leigh Konop

Barb Leonard

Julia Kaldor McDougell
Joan Marciniak

Robert Niemuth

0 Hebrews 4:16

Darlene Palmer
Rick Powell

Rita Prausa

Joy Schabow

Alan Schlueter
Scott Schultz
Brenda Steffengahen
Carroll Stellmacher
Bonnie Stone

Ben Trepanier
Janet Wallock

Rob Yahnke

David Yudes



First Presbyterian Church

133

Jackson Street

Oconto WI 54153

Phone:

8268922

Fax: 92889922

The

deadline for the next issue is:
March 22

Some Ponderings From Your Pastor 0

Many peopl e have as ke thosewhohave become estranged from the
church. Lent is most often seen as a time for all
Christians taleepen their piety, devotion, and
readinessto mark the death and resurrection of
their Savior.

Lent is the 40 days before Easter, not including
Sundays.Sundays are not included, because ea
Sunday of the entire year is considered a day to
celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

| want to encourage us all to see the primary focus
of the Lenten season as a timexjalore and
deepen a Obapt |thatm:|emﬂersltp|

In Latin the namguadragesiftie fortieth day) is

used, and some languages continue to use tran:
i n f hi name.

Late(cj) dursi’ng t?le ProftestantSReforr?latioi as W%r on our union with Christrather than to function

ship was presented in the common languages r(o nl dyd ?hs an extended medi

than Latin. The word (Nganddea err

the lengthening of the days, or springtime. One way we can do this is to explore some ancient

During Lent we are to make our hearts ready for spiritual disciplines on Wednesday nights.

remembering Jesusd passion a-" - ~hr st ing Je

resurrection. As a period of preparation, Lent has ’g 5,&44’ _

historically included thestruction of persons for

baptism and profession of faitron Easter Sun- 70 @ly/ ”
a}

day. Lent also has been a time&ting back



